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Theodore Roosevelt Memorial in Roosevelt Bird Sanctuary, Oyster Bay. 


From Drawing by Cyril A. Lewis. 
(Story next page) 
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Louden-Knickerbocker 
Hall 


A Private Sanitarium for 
Nervous and Mental Diseases 
81 Louden Ave. Amityville 

AMityville 4-0053 




















Wines and Liquors 


Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 


tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








Chrysler - Plymouth 
Sales and Service 
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Automobile Corp. 
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"AMityville 4-2028 and 4-2029 
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Power Brake Sales Service 
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FURNITURE 
8. B. HORTON CO. 
(Established 1862) 
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FLORIST 
828 Conklin Street 
FARMINGDALE 
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Schrafel Motors, Inc. 
NEW and USED CARS 


Merrick Road, West Amityville 
Leo F, Schrafel AM 4-2306 














SUNRISE 


Coal Company, Inc. 


Division Household Fuel Corp 


‘Blue Coal’ 
Fuel Oil 


AMityville CHapel 
4-1060 9-0012 
Lindenhurst 
5-0178 
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T. R.’s Centennial Year 


This is the centennial year of the 
birth of President Theodore Roose- 
velt, whose home at Oyster Bay, 
Sagamore Hill, is maintained as a 
shrine to his memory. He was 
born in New York October 27, 1858, 
but made Sagamore Hill his home 
during his most active years. Hav- 
ing served in the State Assembly, 
as police commissioner of New 
York and on the Federal Civil 
Service Commission, he was elected 
Gove:nor in 1898 and began his 
duties as such January 1, 1899, 
simultaneously with the birth of 
Nassau County. He had become a 
candidate for the Republican nom- 
ination for Governor while en- 
camped with his Rough Riders at 
Camp Wikoff, Montauk in 1898, fol- 
lowing the Spanish-American War. 

Roosevelt’s association with the 
byways and woodlands of western 
Long Island began early in life. 
As a young ornithologist, he wrote 
a book about the birds he knew 
in and around Oyster Bay Town. 
As a horseman, he rode to hounds 
with the Meadowbrook Hunt, and 
crossed the island many a time to 
visit at his uncle’s estate at Say- 
ville. As Vice-President and later 
as President, he made Sagamore 
Hill his official summer residence. 
It remained his home until the end 
of his strenuous life. 

Long Island will undoubtedly 
play a major role in this year’s 
celebration of his 100th birthday. 


Not Horse Sheds 


Mr. Ward Melville of Stony 
Brook calls our attention to the 
wrong caption “Other Old Time 
Horse Sheds, Now Gone” which ap- 
p°ared under an illustration in the 
November Forum. The picture was 
of buildings, still standing, on the 
so-called Dominick farm at Old 


Field. Editor. 
I greatly enjoy reading’ the 
Forum. Dr. William G. Tyrrell, 


Historian, State Education Depart- 
ment, Albany. 





FREEPORT 8-1212 


86 E. SUNRISE H'WAY 











SWEZEY FUEL CO. 
Coal and Fuel Oils 


Patchogue and Port Jefferson 
GRover 3-0270 Pt. Jef. 555 














Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1086 Islip 














CASH AND CARRY 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. Amityville 4-0909-4-0910 














Catering 
for 
All Social Functions 
Conventions Meetings 


Anniversaries, Etc. 


PETERS 


176 Park Ave. 


Tel. 


Amityville ¥ 


Amityville 4-1350 














Highest Grade 


MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 


At the Triangle Amityville 
AMitvville 4-212 














LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - SIHORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Buses For Hire 
AMityville 4-0225 


Near Amityville Depot 
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“Ohe Sea “Puss an Get Vou 


TRANGE, exciting, mysterious 

tales originate and flourish in 
borderland areas. Patriots are born 
in bordering nations; heroes appear 
among challenging neighbors; fan- 
tastic creatures develop where land 
domains give way to water. I think 
of the wild story of the Smith 
who lived on the outer beach and 
took unto himself the mermaid as 
a wife. He could not marry her 
because she had no fingers and, 
therefore, could not wear a wedding 
ring. 

Arresting tales come into being 
about the wondrous exploits of man 
in his unnatural environment, the 
ocean. I wonder if fish impart 
stories one generation to the next 
of the marvelous things fish have 
done upon his unnatural environ- 
ment, the land. 

It is little wonder that elaborate, 
exorbitant stories have spread con- 
cerning two phenomena of the 
ocean front — the sea puss and 
the undertow. There is the tale of 
the cow that fell into Lake Ron- 
konkoma and disappeared only to 
be seen a week later off Fire Island 
Beach bearing out to sea in a sea 
puss. 

Either the lack of accurate ob- 
servation or the lack of understand- 
ing of an observation can give rise 
to a monstrous stretch of the im- 
agination. 











Julian Denton Smith 


Some folks say there is no such 
thing as a sea puss, and I have 
heard others declare there is no 
such thing as an undertow. All 
these people need is to be caught 
in either and they surely will 
promptly review their opinions. 

A sea puss and an undertow are 
somewhat similar in that they are 
ocean currents tending to pull away 
from the shore. An undertow is 
unseen since it functions beneath 
the surface. A sea puss is evident 
because it is at the surface and, 
since it carries an amount of sand, 
is usually a lighter color than the 
adjacent water. 

A sea puss is set by water drain- 
ing off the beach. Sometimes a 
miniature lake is formed in back of 
the high front ridge of the beach 
by waves washing over the ridge. 
The lake may find a low spot in 
the ridge through which it can 
empty into the sea. In leaving the 
lake the stream runs across the 
beach, picks up some sand, and 
enters the ocean. It may extend 
as a definite current through the 
surf a hundred yards or so until 
it wears itself out. 

The passage of the stream through 
the surf can set up small whirl- 
pools on either side due to the 
pull it exerts as well as to the 
sloughing off of its own volume. 


—Photos by Eunice Telfer Juckett 






This stream or current with its at- 
tendant whirlpools is a sea puss. 
It may live as long as the lake on 
the beach continues to overflow - 

a few minutes, an hour, a tide, a 
day, or longer. 

A sea puss, however, develops 
most frequently in the draining off 
of receding waves from a bumpy 
or rolling beach. Many times the 
tides leave hills, one after the other 
the length of the shore line. The 
hills may be several feet higher 
than the valleys. The surf washes 
up onto the hills and slips side- 
wise into the valleys in going back 
to the sea. The returning water is 
massive in depth in comparison to 
the shallowness upon the normally 
smooth beach. The large volume 
of returning water sets up a stream 
much like that from the lake of the 
previous paragraph. The effect can 
again be a sea puss extending out 
through the surf. 

Surfboard enthusiasts are de- 
lighted to find a sea puss for they 
use it to increase their speed and 
ease in getting off shore. The 
surfboarder holds his board in the 
sea puss and goes out with it as 
far as the traffic will bear. He 
steers wide of the sea puss on his 
return trip as he wants no brake 
on the steady advance of the wave 
he mounts. 


Expert swimmers are relieved to 


- snnee 


Letting Out the Ponds at the Hamptons 
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spot a sea puss from the shore 
rather than suddenly coming into 
it while swimming. Good swim- 
mers stand on the crest of the beach 
scanning the water for the tell-tale 
streak of light water before diving 
in. This careful watchfulness ts 
especially mecessary on Jones Beach 
in areas unprotected by life guards 
such as the open beach from Field 
6 all the way east to Cedar Beach. 

There was not a family of sum- 
mer residents of old High Hill 
Beach which did not have first 
hand experience with an undertow 
and/or a sea puss. The residents 
learned not to panic when caught 
in these ocean currents. They swam 
along with the current and grad- 
ually worked off to the side and 
away from the main tug and pull 
of the water. The whirlpool ac- 
tion at the edge of a sea puss can 
draw a swimmer into the main 
stream and carry him out on its 
thrust. It is never sensible to fight 
the current head on as that gets 
nowhere and quickly tires and ex- 
hausts the swimmer. 


During the 1956 season the Jones 
Beach life guards had many tus- 
sles with sea pusses. From the 
vantage point of their high perches 
the guards could easily distinquish 
a sea puss by the outward flow of 
lighter colored water. Some of the 
guards became so familiar with the 
nature of the current that they 
could anticipate the location of a 
sea puss from a hasty glance at the 
formation of the beach. By pro- 
hibiting swimming at the question- 
able points the guards were able 
- to avoid trouble and prevent mis- 
haps. Rescue operations in and 
around a sea puss are extremely 
treacherous as the sea puss adds 
an extra hazard and a big one 
at that. 


In swimming alone or in small 
groups at unprotected ocean beaches 
on Long Island it is good judgment 
to take a minute or so to locate a 
sea puss, if one exists. The path 
or stream is usually very obvious 
by the light green water as well 
as an appearance of motion and 
choppiness opposite to the flow of 
the waves. 

I have sought help in preparing 
this article as my experience with 
the sea puss is limited to a single 
meeting. I am grateful for infor- 


Continued on Page 26 
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Bank and Borrow 


AT 


THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


AND TRUST COMPANY 
°" BAY SHORE 
OPEN FRIDAY FVENINGS 6:30 TO 8 
128 West Main Street 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Bay Shore, N. Y. 


Member Federal Reserve System 














Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 
Cougar S2F Sub Killer 
and the Albatross 


Tiger 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 














WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 
Vice President 


JOHN E. NICHOLSON 
President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 
leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, ete. 


426 East 110th Street 


New York City 
LEhigh 4-2076 


Cedar Swamp Road 
Brookville, L. 1. 
BRookville 5-0020 














Bayside Federal Savings 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
THREE OFFICES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
GLEN OAKS — BAYSIDE — WINDSOR PARK 


FI 7-7800 BA 9-2700 HO 8-7800 
3i% ai 
Current 3; /0 Dividend 


Per Annum, Compounded Quarterly 


_ Federal Home Loan Bank System 
MEMBER: Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corp. 
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(Country “Doctor of “Vore 


T has always seemed to me that 

there was one class of old-timer 
who never quite received the praise 
which they earned; and they were 
the old country doctors. Much has 
been written, and many a tale told 
and re-told of sea-captains, military 
heroes and local men of fame, but 
of the hard-working, patient and 
self-sacrificing disciples of Hippoc- 
rates, we find very little indeed. 
Nevertheless, some of them have 
left memories behind them which 
will never die. 

One of the most fantastic and 
eerie things I ever heard in my life 
involved one of these hardy souls. 
His name was Dr. William Hulse, 
of Bay Shore. The story was told 
to me many years ago by his widow, 
then a very old lady, but clear and 
amusing with her tales of the past. 

Dr. Hulse lived in a large house, 
as became the leading physician of 
those times, and he lived in great 
style. A good cook, a chamber- 
maid, an excellent coachman and 
a stable groom made up the house- 
hold staff. They were all essential 
in view of the doctor's practice, as 
he ranged from Massapequa to Say- 
ville and beyond, and north to 
Commack and even further. In his 
stable were two or three of the best 
horses money could buy, and they 
earned their oats as only a good 
animal could. 

The doctor's average day con- 
sisted of long drives, first west to 
the furthermost visit, stops along 
the way home, a quick lunch while 
a change of horses was made, and 
then east as far as required. Be- 
tween this were the office hours; 
and often at night, while his coach- 
man slept in the carriage, muffled 
to the eyes in furs, the doctor 
ploughed through drifts to a house 
far in from the road, to deliver a 
baby or give what aid he could to 
the sick or dying. True, the good 
doctor caught cat-naps during the 
long rides, but the bumpy roads 
and the plunging of the horse were 
not conducive to the best of sleep. 
Finally, the pace of a particularly 
rugged winter caught up with him, 
and the doctor caught a heavy cold. 
Unfortunately he disregarded it, 


Douglas Tuomey 


and it resulted in the fantastic epi- 
sode referred to. 

It was about midnight, in the 
first week of February during the 
last of the 1890's. Doctor Hulse 
lay propped up in his bed, gasping 
for breath with lungs almost com- 
pletely paralyzed by double pneu- 
monia. All day the snow had been 
driving from the north and drift- 
ing into enormous heights. The 
temperature had dropped to sub- 
zero and the wind howled through 
the trees about his house. The bare 
branches swept and tapped against 
the roof shingles as though to warn 
the household that danger threat- 
ened. 

Mrs. Hulse, worn out with her 
vigil, had turned the gas-light down 
to a pin-point and slept in the chair 
beside her husband’s bed. The 
house servants had retired and all 
was quiet except the wind, but the 
doctor was wide awake. He knew 
he was nearing his crisis, and dared 
not shut his eyes, but nature would 
not be denied and gradually his 
lids dropped. Suddenly he was 
wide awake. He heard a steady 
pounding and muffled shouts to- 
ward the rear of his house, plainly 
audible above the roar of the storm, 
and after listening another moment 
to be sure, he called to his wife. 

Mrs. Hulse turned up the light, 
and running into the hall, called 
to the maids upstairs. Hastening 
down to the first floor, she went 
through the kitchen to the rear 


door, which faced the creek behind 
the house, and opened it. Two 
men, clad in oil-skins and sheathed 
in ice stood at the foot of the steps, 
supporting between them a third 
man whose head was hanging down 
on his chest, and was obviously 
unconscious. 

The story was told in a few sen- 
tences. The three of them had 
been on the bay duck-shooting that 
morning. As the storm increased 
in violence they decided to call it 
off, and rowed their small boat to 
the sloop anchored off West Island. 
In climbing aboard, a shot-gun was 
discharged, and at close range near- 
ly tore the leg off one of the men. 
The other two got a tourniquet of 
rope around his leg above the knee, 
but he bled badly from the mangled 
flesh. They hoisted sail for shore, 
but in the blinding storm ran into 
the fish-pounds and fouled the jib 
and boom and were unable to clear 
away. They put the unconscious 
man back in the small boat and 
rowed the four miles to shore and 
up the creek to the doctor's house, 
all in the face of the driving gale. 
It took them hours. 

Mrs. Hulse was well aware of 
her husband’s condition, but she 
also knew that he would never for- 
give her if she turned the men 
away, and besides that, she knew 
that there was no other doctor avail- 
able in time. A glance at the in- 
jured man’s face told her his time 
could be measured in minutes. She 
rushed up the stairs and told her 
husband the situation. He had al- 
ready sensed something of the kind 





Drawn for the Forum by Bob Wolpert 
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and was sitting bolt upright. He 
spoke three words ‘Bring him up”. 

They carried the man upstairs 
and laid him across Doctor Hulse’s 
lap. While he stripped and cut 
away the clothing, the cook was 
boiling’ water and Mrs. Hulse was 
laying the instruments on the bed 
within the doctor's reach. The 
man’s companions held lamps close 
above the doctor's head, and Mrs. 
Hulse slowly let drip the chloro- 
form on the gauze over the man’s 
nostrils. With sweat dripping down 
his face, the doctor cut away the 
flesh, sawed off the jagged thigh- 
bone, tied up the arteries, and turn- 
ed the flap over and stitched it in 
place in as neat an amputation as 
was ever performed. 

The patient was carried down- 
stairs and laid on a mattress near 
the stove in the kitchen. He stayed 
there two days and was then able 
to be taken home where he made 
a complete recovery. 

After the operation Dr. Hulse 
shook the instruments off his bed 
with one jerk of the blankets, heav- 
ed a great sigh, turned on his side 
and went sound asleep. He was 
breathing regularly. The next morn- 
ing he awoke, quite gay and very 
hungry, and I imagine very much 
pleased with himself. He lived 
manys years thereafter. 


Continued from page 24 
mation from Frank W. Peckham, 
an excellent swimmer completely 
familiar with the water at Cedar 
Beach; John R. Holub, surfboarder 
superb; Robert W. Young, Jones 


Beach life guard 1955 and ‘56; 
and Capt. James H. Ketcham, re- 
tired from service in the U.S. Coast 
Guard on Long Island. 





Springfield Gardens Pond 


The Forum sure helps satisfy my 
desire to learn historical facts. The 
Tiger Town and Hungry Harbor 
articles, etc., amused me as I was 
born and brought up in Springfield, 
L. I. (now Springfield Gardens) and 
lived there 36 years. Moved here 
in 1926. 

When I was a boy my grand- 
father, P. E. Nostrand, who had 
a blacksmith shop, owned the mill- 
pond and used its power for a saw- 
mill. In the winter my grand- 
mother sold ice from the pond at 
25 cents a market wagonload. Our 
house stood on the west side of 
the pond, but it has since been torn 
down and it is all built up there. 

The pond still shows traces of 
its existence. It ran along Spring- 
field avenue on the west and ex- 
tended from the LIRR south to 
about 139th avenue, then known 
as Grandview avenue. 

I wonder if any Forum readers 
remember that section in those 
days. 

Marshall Higbie 
Shelter Island Heights 


Instead of George E. Hart barely 
mentioning his old time diary in 
your columns (December number), 
why doesn’t he release some of the 
entries? Such things are always 
interesting. H. J. Lionel, Malverne. 


I enjoy the magazine very much. 
Miss Marion Gardiner, Rockville 
Centre 











Broadlawn Manor Nursing Home 





Especially Constructed Building 


BATH IN EVERY ROOM 








400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescent 
and Retired Guests 
fJ—Recreation Program 
{*]—Rehabilitation Facilities 
{*}]—Post-Hospital Care 


AMityville 4-0222 











FEBRUARY 1958 








TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION Fer_Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aod Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 
INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 
Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercial 
art. Maximum instruction in minimum time. 
Active Free Placement Bureau. 
Send for Cirenlar For Phone CO. 5-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 
Traphagen, 1680 B’way (52 St.} N. Y. 19 








Suitable Gifts 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
17 E. Main St. Smithtown 




















Serving Suffolk 


e Massapequa to Hampton Bays 
e Cold Spring Harbor to 
Greenport 


OVER 3() YEARS! 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 


BLUE point /aundry 


EMerson 3-6000 











Blue Ribbon 


USED CARS 


Packard Sales and Service 


SCHARD MOTORS 
Merrick Rd. and Bayview Av. 


AMitvyille 4-1438 














Wines & Liquors 


IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 


Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 
201 B-vay., AMityville 4-0033 
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Tacob (Conklin No ‘Pirate 


_ HIS story concerns primarily 

the ancient legend that Capt. 
Jacob Conklin who was born in 
Huntington and who was of the 
first generation of Conklins born 
on Long Island was a pirate in the 
crew of Capt. Kidd. Conklin has 
been credited with having used his 
piratical gains in acquiring exten- 
sive tracts of land in the various 
parts of the Town of Huntington 
which now comprise the Town of 
Babylon (since 1872). 

The proximity of the years of 
Capt. Kidd’s presence in Long Is- 
land waters and Capt. Conklin’s 
movements there do not agree. 
Conklin was a young coastwise sea- 
captain and finally an extensive 
land-owner, farmer, publicist and 
officeholder in the Town of Hunt- 
ington which is substantiated by 
official records there. He was not 
a stranger to Huntington nor were 
two generations before him which 
would have had to be the case if 
he came ashore from Kidd's ship, 
escaped and hid in the wilds of the 
region. For the inference of the 
story is that he was a total stranger. 

There is no evidence anywhere 
and there never was any that is 
court-proof that Capt. Conklin was 
a pirate or sea-rover; yet, for gen- 
erations the legend persisted that 
the rugged Captain had been im- 
pressed into the service of Captain 
Kidd with the results mentioned. 
Instead of this marine concoction 
becoming worn threadbare by the 
wear and tear of the years, it has 
taken on new colors. Every news- 
paper story about Conklin and Kidd 
has differed in details one from 
the other and they are more than 
twice told tales. Most of these 
yarns are so poorly spun that many 
loopholes appear in them which 
would seem to indicate that they 
were written by backwoods land- 
lubbers who had never felt the 
briny spray of the sea on_ their 
faces. 

Having heard these tales as boy 
and man, we decided to make deep 
researches in ancient archives and 
official records and either weave 
the ball of yarn tighter or unravel 
it entirely. The result is that it 
does not hold together. We are 


David L, Wetmore 


sorry to deprive history of a glam- 
orous legend and racy romance of 
the woods and sea. 

Captain Conklin was not a 
swash-buckler in any sense but an 
entirely reputable and conservative 
citizen of a region that was fairly 
populated when he was_ born. 
Huntington was settled in 1653 
and the Captain was born in the 
northwest corner of the West Neck 
section March 15, 1675. His birth 
is duly recorded in Huntington— 
he being the fifth child and fourth 
son among nine children of Tim- 
othy and Mary Conklin, the latter 
having been the daughter of Jus- 
tice of the Peace Thomas Wicks, 
Huntington. 

So, there is nothing to another 
story that Captain Conklin was born 
either in England, Ireland or New 
England. The other progeny of 
Timothy and Mary Conklin were 
Martha Conklin, born October 20, 
1668; Timothy Conklin, Jr., born 
December 16, 1670; John Conklin, 
born March 14, 1672; Thomas 
Conklin, born March 10, 1674; 
Elizabeth Conklin, born June 15, 
1679; Rebecca Conklin, born Jan- 
nary 10, 1681; Mary Conklin, born 


June 10, 1684, and Cornelius 
Conklin, born February 20, 1868. 

Timothy, the father of all the 
foregoing children, including Ja- 
cob, was born at Salem, Mass., 
about 1640 and died in Hunting- 
ton in 1720. The father of Timo- 
thy was John Conklin, the first, 
who was born in Nottingham, Eng- 
land, in 1600, and emigrated with 
his brother Ananias to Salem, in 
1638. Before leaving Nottingtam, 
John married, on January 24, 1625, 
Elizabeth Alseabrook, the marriage 
being recorded in St. Peter's Epis- 
copal Church, Nottingham; and 
Ananias, in the same church, mar- 
ried Mary Launder, February 23, 
1631. His marriage is also re- 
corded there. 

The claim made by some persons 
that John Conklin was a native of 
Maidstone, in Kent, England, is 
not confirmed. Research of records 
and maps of the region show no 
trace of Conklins there back as far 
as 1560. John Conklin and his 
wife Elizabeth Allseabrook were 
the parents, in England, of a son 
John Conklin, Jr. who was born 
in Nottinghamshire in 1630 and 
died at Southold, L. I, April 6, 
1694, where he is buried in the 

Continued on page 36 





Home of Nat Conklin, Jacob’s Descendant, at Babylon, Still Stands 
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‘ohat Gire Island (hart 


T is a matter of record that 
Long Island and its waters serv- 
ed as the original grounds for the 
United States Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, one of the nation’s oldest 
scientific and technical bureaus, 


which was created by Act of Con- 
gress February 10, 1807 on recom- 





mendation of President Thomas 
Jefferson. Under its first superin- 
tendent, Ferdinand R. Hassler, the 
earliest surveys, following the es- 
tablishment of boundary lines be- 
tween the United States and Can- 
ada, were conducted along the north 
shore of Long Island and on the 
island itself in 1834. To quote 
from material issued by the De- 
partment of Commerce in 1957, 
marking the Survey's 150th anni- 
versary: 


“The first hydrographic survey 
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was conducted in 1835 by the 
schooner Experiment under the 
command of Lieutenant Gedney in 
Great South Bay and along the 
south shore of Long Island. * * * 
Topographic surveys based upon the 
control established in former years 
were conducted during 1836-38 on 


hee 


Long Island and along the coast of 
New York, Connecticut and New 
Jersey.” 
From this beginning, the Survey, 
Continued on page 30 
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[ast “Days of L. I. Whaling 


Besides the scores of Long Island 
whaling vessels which sailed during 
Gold Rush days to the west coast, 
there in many cases to end their 
days of usefulness, a number were 
sold as they lay in the island's har- 
bors, or on the bottoms thereof, to 
outside interests. Among these were 
the Niantic, already mentioned, 
which was purchased in New York 
and sailed west from that port; the 
Thomas Dickason, the Henry Lee 
and the Hungarian. There were 
likewise the Oscar, the Thames, the 
Romulus and the Citizen, all of 
them purchased during the 1850's 
by New England and other parties 
for service in the coastwise trade. 

The Daniel Webster, the Henry, 
the Neptune and the Fanny, which 
had brought their Long Island own- 
ers dividends far beyond the ori- 
ginal investment, were sold for a 
song, to be patched up and sent 
west bearing heavy cargoes and 
numerous paying passengers who 
preferred traveling by sea in a 
leaky ship to trekking cross-country 
through Indian lands and over 
parched deserts. 

One Long Island whaling ship, 
the old and unseaworthy Panama, 
was sold to New York parties who 


Paul Bailey 


loaded her with many tons of pre- 
cious coal and sent her forth with 
a makeshift crew of would-be gold- 
diggers, enroute to San Francisco by 
way of Cape Horn. One newspaper 
commented that the reckless souls 
aboard the ‘“‘derelict’’ were pretty 
sure to make the Golden Gate, one 
way or another. The vessel, how- 
ever, never reached California. 
Stopping for supplies at a South 
American port, she was promptly 
condemned by the port authorities. 
What became of her cargo or of her 
crew and passengers is not known 
to this writer. 

Meanwhile these were sad days 
for Long Island, especially at the 
east end. Few families but had 
been sorely affected by the tremen- 
dous exodus of former whaling 
ships and former whalemen to the 
west coast and other sections of 
the country. Sag Harbor, having 
rebulkheaded her waterfront and 
erected new warehouses and other 
buildings since the conflagration of 
1845, was described as “seeming to 


be crated up for storage.” The old 
ship canal leading to Conklin’s 
Point lay almost unused. On the 





Point where ships once discharged 
casks of oil and took on staves and 
barrelheads for future cargoes and 
where Uriah Gordon's — shipyard 
had been a scene of bustle and 
hustle, thatch-grass began to grow 
over the launching rails, enclosing 
the shops in a veritable jungle. 

When in 1850 the Aqueduct 
Company which supplied ships with 
water at the Long Wharf closed 
down, the clang of its big brass 
bell sounding morning, noon and 
night overt the years became only 
a memory. Its final stroke was a 
death-knell to Long Island whaling. 

Although as an industry Long Is- 
land whaling really ended in 1850, 
like a wounded whale it continued 
to struggle for some time there- 
after. In 1854, the Ontario, owned 
by W. R. Post, returned home from 
a four-year voyage to the Arctic 
with a small cargo of oil and word 
that her master, Captain George B. 
Brown had been killed while “‘cut- 
ting-in’’ on a sperm. Mates L. B. 
Leek and Jonathan Edwards of 
Amagansett had brought the vessel 
back. 

As late as Civil War days, be- 
cause of a tremendous advance in 


Continued on page 33 


Whale Recently Cast Ashore at East End 


(Courtesy News-Review, Riverhead) 
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Continued from Page 28 
by constant improvement of meth- 
ods and expansion of its field of 
operations, has become in this mod- 
ern age of competitive science, one 
of the country’s most vital factors 
in international relations. 

An article in the November 1957 
L. I. Forum by Douglas Tuomey 
dealing with the establishment of 
Fire Island lighthouse, possibly as 
early as 1838, brought an enlighten- 
ing communication from Samuel B. 
Cross of Westhampton Beach iden- 
tifying a sketch of 1838, printed 
in connection with Mr. Tuomey’s 
text, as very likely a drawing made 
by the earliest Geodetic Survey en- 
gineers. At Mr. Cross’s suggestion, 
we wrote the Director of the Sur- 
vey, now in the Department of 
Commerce, at Washington. In 
reply thereto we have received the 
following very informative com- 
munication from the Director, Rear 
Admiral H. Arnold Karo: 

Dear Mr. Bailey: 

I appreciate your thoughtfulness 
in sending me the copy of the 
Long Island Forum which accom- 
panied your note of December 11, 
1957. 

Upon noting the sketch and des- 
cription of the Fire Island light- 
house we investigated the records 
of the Bureau for further details. 
We have in our file a much more 
distinct print of the sketch than 
appears on the cover of the Forum. 
I am glad to send the enclosed copy 
of this print, and also a triangula- 
tion diagram indicating the base- 
line which is identified with the 
sketch. 

Our records indicate that the 
lighthouse on the eastern side of 
Fire Island inlet was in existence 
in 1838. Actually, the lighthouse 
was there before that date, as in- 
dicated by Lighthouse Board rec- 
ords which show that it was es- 
tablished in 1827 at the west end 
of the island. The lighthouse re- 
mained in that location until it was 
moved and rebuilt in 1858 at its 
present location farther east and 
near the inside shore of the island. 

Records of the first geodetic sur- 
vey work in that area in 1833 make 
reference to a lighthouse on a rise 
of ground at the end of the island 
near the inlet. The baseline for 
the triangulation scheme indicated 
on the enclosed diagram was meas- 
ured in 1833 from the hillock on 
which the lighthouse was located, 
eastward for about eight miles to 

Continued next page 
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another knoll called “Head and 
Horns.” 

This survey was executed in per- 
son by Professor Ferdinand Ru- 
dolph Hassler, founder and first 
Superintendent of the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey. The details of 
this survey were recorded in the 
‘Superintendent’s report of 1834, 
which was illustrated by the sketch 
which is identified by the en- 
closure. 

The original topographic survey 
of the area was also made in 1834 


‘and the field sheet shows clearly 


the lighthouse and the adjacent 
living quarters. One of the very 
hydrographic surveys accomplished 
by the Coast and Geodetic Survey 
was in that vicinity in the 1834-35 
season. This survey was controlled 
by the triangulation executed by 
Professor Hassler. 

The sketch indicated on the cover 
of the Forum, and more clearly 
shown in the glossy print which we 
are enclosing, shows an engineers’ 
camp in the _ foreground. Al- 
though dated 1838, this sketch was 
probably made in 1837 and we be- 
lieve that it represents the camp 
of the Coast Survey, which was 
the custom in that day. The signal 
tripod in the foreground is located 
over the west end of the original 
baseline. 

In addition to the official records 
of this work in the 1837 and 1838 
reports, earlier reports mention sun 
reflectors employed to accentuate 
the location of a point for sighting 
between two distant locations. The 
early geodetic records indicate that 
occasionally bright tin cones de- 
vised by Hassler, such as shown on 
the top of the tripod in the left 
foreground of the sketch, were used 
for that purpose. 

The unique structure in the right 
foreground adjacent to the tents 
cannot be identified. It was no 
doubt some sort of a cook or stor- 
age shack, but our records do not 
indicate that structures of that 
kind were included in the tempor- 
ary ficld camp. 

Much of our early history has 
been reviewed during the past year 
when we have commemorated our 
Susquicentennial anniversary. I am 
glad to include several commem- 
orative items which were published 
in connection with this milestone 
in the history of the Bureau. 

Sincerely yours, 
H. Arnold Karo 
Rear Admiral, USC&GS 
T‘irector 
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Extinct Passenger-Pizeons 


Mention in the November Forum 
of Long Island’s last carrier-pigeon 
being seen at Miller Place in 1890 
could not have referred to the do- 
mesticated, trained carrier, but to 
the now extinct wild passenger- 
pigeon. The summer before, in 
1889, as a boy I was out hunting 
with my father Wilbur R. Corwin 
and my uncle Richard B. Hamel. 
I remember three passenger-pig- 
eons flying over a field on the 
Edward Dew farm south of the old 
Bartlett railroad station. Being 
good sportsmen, they did not shoot 
at the birds and father said to 
me, “Take a good look at them, 
son, aS you may never see any 

* and I never have. 


more, 
Many times since then I have 
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read in the sports magazines re- 
quests that any such birds sighted 
be reported. But these requests 
have brought no results. Yet years 
ago the markets were fairly flood- 
ed with these game birds which 
were killed by the thousands. They 
usually roosted nights on dead 
trees, barn roofs and fences from 
which they were knocked off with 
sticks and long poles. No wonder 
these “traveling doves” as they 
were called sold for as little as 
a shilling a hundred. — Capt. Wil- 
bur A. Corwin, Bellport. 

Editor’s Note: The late Captain 
Eugene T. Osborn, U.S.C.G., of East 
Moriches, told in the April 1951 
L.I. Forum of “a spectacular and 
continuous flight of ‘wild pigeons’ 
over East Moriches which lasted 
from early morning until dark of 
the same day”. The story had come 
to Captain Osborn as a boy from 
an elderly resident who as a boy 
had observed the flight (probably 
between 18%5 and 1870). According 
to this report “the sky was black 
with birds” as they headed out to 
sea “on a course which, if con- 
tinued would have eliminated any 
possibility of their reaching land”. 

Wrote Captain Osborn: “Similar 
flights of these birds inland and 
over the Great Lakes are said to 
have been not uncommon during 
this era”. The famous naturalist 
Audubon reported witnessing such 
a flight in Kentucky which lasted 
three days. 
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(December number) reminds me of 
having heard of another Jones who 
worked on the bay and lived in 
the Old Brick House at Fort Neck 
(Massapequa) after that building 
had fallen into disrepair and was 
considered haunted by some super- 
stitious people. This Jones lived 
two generations after the unique 


Pirate. Grace F. Hobson, Bell- 
more. 
I very much enjoy the Forum 


and would not want to miss even 
one issue. Mrs. Ella LeBerge, 
Hicksville. 
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the price of oil, eleven old and 
rather dilapidated members of the 
once mighty Long Island fleet voy- 
aged forth in quest of leviathans. 
They were the Pacific, the Odd 
Fellow, Union, Ocean, Concordia, 
Baelina, J. A. Robb, Susan, Excel, 
Highland Mary, and the Myra. The 
Mary Gardiner, arriving home in 
1861 with a $40,000 cargo, had 
outdistanced a Confederate pri- 
vateer so neatly that her skipper, 
Captain Andrew Jennings, gave up 
whaling then and there and turned 
the vessel into a blockade runner 
in which field her speed was put 
to more profitable use. 

Of the island’s veteran whale- 
ships still afloat at the outbreak of 
the Rebellion, three of them—the 
Emerald, the Timor and the Noble 

—were sold to Uncle Sam, loaded 
with rocks, fitted with automatic 
valves and ignominiously sunk off 
Charleston harbor in an attempt to 
tighten the Northern blockade of 
that rebel port. For many years 
after the war their submerged hulls 


provided excellent seabass fishing 
for Charleston's saltwater anglers. 

In 1871 five former Long Island 
whaleships, the Fanny, John Wells, 
Minerva, Thomas Dickason and 
Concordia, which had been dis- 
posed of to New Englanders, were 
lost in an Arctic ice-jam which de- 
stroyed in all some thirty-four Am- 
erican vessels, valued at $1,637,000 
—a crushing blow to what remain- 
ed of the country’s whaling in- 
terests. One Long Island master, 
Captain Eugene Ludlow of Bridge- 
hampton, was with this fleet at the 
time and with other survivors was 
rescued after a long journey over 
the icefields. 

The following year, whalemen 
visiting the scene of the catastrophe 
found the charred remains of the 
Concordia which it was learned 
had been burned by natives of the 
remote region for her metal. Not 
far away from the Concordia’s re- 
mains lay the Thomas Dickason 
resting on her beam ends, bilged 
and beyond salvaging. A similar 
fate befell a smaller fleet of Am- 
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erican whaling vessels off Point 
Barrow, Alaska, in 1876 with the 
loss of some lives. 

The Highland Mary came within 
a few years of being Long Island's 
last whaleship. As previously told, 
this gallant brig had been found 
adrift and abandoned in the South 
Atlantic in 1850 by the Long Is- 
land whaler Draco. Reconditioned, 
she continued whaling out of Sag 
Harbor for more than two decades, 
carrying on the traditions of the de- 
parted industry until all but one 
of the island-built whaleships had 
passed on or into other lines. She 
was finally, in 1871, forced to take 
refuge from a storm by putting into 
Tobiago Island, Central America. 
There, unable to again put to sea 
owing to damaged planking and 
opened seams, she was condemned 
and destroyed. 

Long Island’s last whaleship was 
the brig Myra. This sturdy vessel 
had whaled throughout the Rebel- 
lion, clearing local waters on one 
voyage just as hostilities began. In 
1863, commanded by Captain Jacob 
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Havens, she slipped from Rio De 
Janeiro harbor barely in time to 
elude the Confederate Cruiser Ala- 
bama. Five years later, still en- 
gaged in whaling and commanded 
by Captain Henry Babcock, she was 
pursued and halted by a United 
States cruiser on the watch for 
slave-runners. 

The brig Myra, one of the slow- 
est of all the local whaling ships 
of her day, was outstanding for 
seaworthiness and strength of con- 
struction. Her final voyage began 
on July 17, 1871, more than two 
decades after the island’s whaling 
industry had been accepted as a 
thing of the past. Commanded by 
Captain Henry Babcock, she cleared 
Sag Harbor with three Long Is- 
land mates, James M. Herrick and 
James Laury of Southampton and 
David E. Brown of Sag Harbor. 
The only other islander aboard her 
was the cooper, also a Sag Har- 
borite, Edward Smith. The mem- 
bers of the crew, including the 
boatsteerers (harpooners) were 
from other parts, most of them 
bearing names which bespoke the 
Scandinavian. 

The Myra, fully equipped, sailed 
in 1871 because the supply of 
whale-oil failed to meet public de- 
mands and as a result the price of 
the product had reached unprece- 
dented heights as also had that of 
whalebone, then being used for 
such things as better horsewhips 
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and ladies’ corsets. The old brig 
on this last voyage confined her 
labors to the South Atlantic as it 
was deemed unsafe for her ancient 
hull to attempt to round Cape Horn, 
Felix Reisenberg’s ‘‘cold-looking 
nob rising from the sea.”’ 

Whaling during the better part 
of four years off the eastern coast 
of Central and South America, 
crossing and recrossing the South 
Atlantic time and again, pausing 
when need be at southern ports 
and little known islands for fresh 
water and other supplies and to 
drop and receive mail at certain 
designated points, the brig Myra 
collected oil and bone whose total 
value approximated $32,000, a 
small sum indeed for nearly four 
years’ efforts. This gross sum was 
cut down considerably by having 
to ship the products north on other 
vessels. 

Financially, the Myra’s venture 
was a complete failure. Her own- 
ers received less than the cost of 
fitting her for the voyage while the 
officers and crew eventually re- 
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turned to Long Island practically 
unreimbursed for their more than 
three years’ service as well as for 
their own personal outlay in cloth- 
ing and other necessities. But these 
men did not return home aboard 
the brig Myra. They came as pas- 
sengers on other vessels, and they 
did not reach Long Island until the 
summer of 1875. 

They had been forced to abandon 
the old whaleship at Barbadoes 
where she had taken refuge in the 
teeth of a howling gale in the 
winter of 1874. There she had been 
hauled out and officers and crew 
had attempted to patch her spread- 
ing seams sufficiently for the lone 
voyage home. On December 14, 
1874 however, examined by the 
authorities, she was officially con- 
demned. What little equity came 
from the old ship when she was 
disposed of as junk is not known 
Burned for her metal, she became 
a funeral pyre for the once im- 
portant Long Island whaling in- 
dustry. 
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“Robert Geke, L. I. Artist 


‘Ralph Fanning 


W ITH the growing interest in 
Primitive and Early American 
Portrait Painting fostered by the 
National Gallery in Washington 
and the Museum of Modern Art 
in New York, together with many 
types of Folk Art in America at 
Williamsburg, special attention has 
centered around the name of Robert 
Feke, native Long Islander. As a 
portrait painter of pre-Revolution- 
ary notables he certainly merits the 
regard that his canvases at Harvard 
University, in the Bowdoin Museum 
of Fine Arts, in the Historical So- 
ciety of Pennsylvania, and in the 
Boston, Brooklyn, Cleveland, and 
Detroit Museums, as well as in 
several private collections, gracious- 
ly warrant. James Thomas Flexner, 
who devotes a whole chapter to 
Feke in his Life-in-America Prize 
book, “First Flowers of our Wild- 
erness,’ concludes that “His pic- 
tures were the most finished crea- 
tions of the Early Colonial style.” 
Although many of the paintings 
of Robert Feke are well known, 
the man himself is somewhat of a 
mystery. A retouched self portrait 
conforms neatly with the descrip- 
tion that a contemporary wrote 
when the young painter first ap- 
peared in the Boston studio of 
the well established John Smibert 
(1688-1751), a painter of portraits 
as well as architect of Faneuil Hall. 
Flexner quotes, — “This man has 
exactly the phiz of a painter, hav- 
ing a long, pale face; sharp nose; 
large eyes with which he looked 
upon you steadfastly; long curled 
black hair: a delicate white hand; 
and long fingers.” Otherwise the 
authority for his biography seems 
as confused and hazy as his can- 
vases are assertive and clear. 
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Authors who have attempted to 
throw light on the career of the 
artist Feke are William C. Poland 
in “Robert Feke, the Early Newport 
by the Rhode 
Society 


Portrait Painter,” 


Island Historical (1904- 





Robert Feke 
Early Self-Portrait 


1905): Henry Wilder Foote, ‘‘Rob- 
ert Feke, Colonial Portrait Painter,” 
Cambridge, Mass., 1930: Theodore 
Bolton and Harry Binsse, ‘Robert 
Feke, First Painter of Colonial 
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Aristocracy,’ Antiquarian, October, 
1930. 

From contemporary records in 
Oyster Bay it has been generally 
concluded, but not definitely prov- 
en, that the painter was born in the 
comfortable Oyster Bay Baptist par- 
sonage around 1705. His prosper- 
ous preacher father, also named 
Robert, was a Quaker turned Bap- 
tist. The sire’s dates are given as 
1683-1773. The repetition of the 
name Robert erroneously associated 
these dates with the artist son. Ac- 
tually the first authentic date con- 
nected with the painter is 1741 
when he signed the group portrait 
of Isaac Royall and Family (Har- 
vard University) obviously done in 
Boston under the influence of Smi- 
bert’s large painting of “Bishop 
Berkeley and Friends” (Yale Uni- 
versity ). 

Flexner entitles his chapter on 
Robert Feke, ‘The Lyrical Mar- 
iner.” It would have been natural 
for an ambitious Oyster Bay boy 
to go to sea and become familiar 
with the ports of Boston and Phil- 
adelphia where his authenticated 
portraits were painted between 
1741 and 1750, and with Newport 
where he was a resident in 1742. 
His daughters were married accord- 
ing to Newport registry a quarter 
of a century later (1767), so the 
popular seaport seems to have been 
the Feke headquarters. Commis- 
sions took him to New York and 
Philadelphia. He may well have 
revisited Long Island and his boy- 
hood home. He may have sailed 
across the Atlantic and profited by 
opportunities of studying portraits 
in old Spain. This would account 
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for a certain unique quality in his 
work. At least Dr. Oscar Hagan, 
the scholarly Professor of Art His- 
tory at the University of Wiscon- 
sin, took the rumor of Feke’s cap- 
tivity in Spain as probable fact. It 
might have happened to an early 
eighteenth century sailor, but it is 
in the realm of fiction rather than 
fact. 

No Feke portraits are known to 
have been painted after 1750 when 
Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Martin of 
Long Island and Antigua posed for 
him. Martin in 1767 built Rock 
Hall at Lawrence, now a Hempstead 
Town museum. Mr. Martin's por- 
trait is in the Toledo (Ohio) Mu- 
seum collection while that of his 
wife is in the Detroit Institute of 
Art. The landscape background of 
the former suggests Long Island 
scenery, but it is a slight clue for 
proof of place as such conventional 
scenes of sea and shore are com- 
mon in several of Feke’s portraits. 
Even after his supposed passing 
shortly after the middle of the cen- 
tury, Feke is referred to as a mar- 
iner rather than a painter. It is his 
paintings, however, that perpetuate 
his name. His portraits speak for 
themselves of a rare and sensitive 
artist whom Long Island is proud 
to claim. 


Continued from page 27 


Old First Churchward, amid other 
kin. Elizabeth, wife of John Conk- 
lin, Sr., died at Salem and after a 
few years he married Mary—the 
surname being unknown. 


Two years after his arrival at 


Salem, or in 1640, John Conklin 


was legally acknowledged as an in- 
habitant of that community and his 
brother Ananias was so acknowl- 
edged in 1643. A brother, George 
Conklin, also accompanied them to 
Salem. Together with Thomas 


Scudder, Lawrence Southwick and 
Obadiah Holmes, the three Conk- 
lins from England were associated 
in establishing the first glass works 
in America. That the Conklins 
were the most important factor in 
the partnership is indicated by the 
fact that they applied to the Gen- 
eral Court of Massachusetts Colony 
in 1645 to be “freed from their 
engagements with their former as- 
sociates and left free to joyne with 
such as will carry on ye work ef- 
fectually.’ The records at Salem 
show them as glassmen. 

Cornelius Conklin married the 
widow of one Starr and he re- 
mained in Salem. John Conklin 
was also a farmer and a churchman. 
It appears that Ananias Conklin on 
April 25, 1638, received a grant 
of four acres at Salem from the 
Massachusetts Colony, as did also 
some of his associates. About 1650, 
John and Ananias stayed for a 
short time at New Haven and then 
migrated across Long Island Sound 
to Southold. 

John Conklin was admitted as a 
“freeman of Connecticut in 1662”’, 
at Southold, much of eastern Long 
Island being then under the juris- 
diction of Connecticut. Some of 
John’s offspring were by the second 
wife. She is buried in Southold, 
although she had resided with him 
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at Huntington. She died in 1680. 
He died in Huntington February 
23, 1684, and is buried there. 

The children of John were Tim- 
othy (father of Captain Jacob), 
born in Salem 1640, died in 1720; 
Jacob, born about 1640, died Au- 
gust 10, 1715, married Mary 
(Young?); Rebecca, born about 
1625, died April 9, 1674, married 
Thomas Brush; Elizabeth, born 
1648, died June 12, 1689; married 
Jonas Wood, of Oram, England; 
probably the Jonas Wood who re- 
sided in Huntington and operated 
extensively in real estate. 

The father of the foregoing chil- 
dren, John of Nottingham, left 
each of the five children a consid- 
erable estate, among them Timothy, 
who bequeathed to his son Jacob 
the first parcel among seven that 
Capt. Jacob accumulated at Colonial 
Springs, Half Way Hollow Hills. 
near Wyandance. Jacob married 
Hannah Platt, of Huntington, 
daughter of Epenetus Platt, himself 
a man of large land holdings in 
various sections of Huntington 
Town. 

Timothy also bequeathed to his 
son Capt. John Conklin a parcel of 
acreage at West Neck, Huntington 
South, near Amityville. Over a 
period of twelve years Capt. Jacob 
Conklin accumulated a total of 
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2792 acres at Colonial Springs, 
Half Way Hollow Hills, one par- 
cel of which was a gift from his 
father, Timothy. None of the land 
in the Hills was acquired from the 
Indians as the romantic legend of 
the past years relate. 

Capt. Conklin bought other par- 
cels also and it is probable that he 
was the largest individual landown- 
er in the Town of Huntington (the 
part that is now Babylon). On the 
large tract in the hills Captain 
Conklin, in 1710, built the com- 
modious frame house of Georgian 
design in which several generations 
of the family lived and which 
burned down in 1918. We would 
interpolate here that John Conklin, 
of Nottingham, removed from 
Southold to Huntington after a 
few years, where he spent the re- 
mainder of his life. He was the 
grandfather of Capt. Jacob. 

When Kidd sailed from New 
York Captain Conklin was about 
twenty years old — having been 
born March 15, 1676, according to 
the official record—and living with 
his parents at West Neck, Hunt- 
ington; in other words, just emerg- 
ing into manhood and learning to 
command one of his father’s coast- 
wise merchantmen. 





Old L. I. Names 


In regard to Long Island’s plural 
place-names, I recently learned that 
the Napier Farm, which was lo- 
cated around 108th street and Ja- 


maica avenue in Jamaica, was said 
to have been in the village of Clar- 
enceville, during the 1870’s. 
Another interesting fact is that 
Long Island would have been able 
to boast of another President’s 
wife besides Anna Symmes, wife of 
William Henry Harrison, and Julia 
Gardiner, wife of John Tyler, had 
Catherine Floyd not refused to 
marry James Madison. She was 
the daughter of William Floyd, and 
Madison is said to have remem- 
bered her wistfully even after his 
marriage to Dolly Paine Todd. 
Richard A. Winsche 
Bellerose 
Note: The Forum has told of the 
romance of James Madison and 
Kitty Floyd. Editor. 


Farmer-Poet Wells 


Leslie T. Wells, Riverhead town’s 
Farmer-Poet, has issued thirty-five 
of his inspirational poems in an 
attractive pamphlet appropriately 
titled “Faith, Fun and Fantasy”. 
Mr. Wells, whose farmlands over- 
look the waters of the sound from 
the north shore of the island, writes 
ably and with an obvious freedom 
of thought that gives meaning to 
his stanzas, dedicated as they are 
to those things with which he has 
long been familiar in his daily life. 

The Suffolk County Farm News 
says of Mr. Wells’ work: “His 
poems are the spontaneous product 
of a farmer’s intimate association 
with the land, the sea around it, 
the people on it and with the Lord 
of all life. The brush drawings, 
which illustrate the book, are the 
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work of Mr. Wells’ son-in-law, the 
Rev. John W. Howard.” 

For an autographed copy, send 
$1 to the author at 90 Sound ave- 
nue, Riverhead. 


I enjoy each copy of my Forum 
so very much. Olive E. Lilly, East 
Moriches. 
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A New Twist — Job Gets Girl 


When you choose a career, you 
never know what phase of it will 
choose you! Sara Terzia doesn’t 
believe it makes any difference so 
long as she can make good use of 
her flair for fashion. 

When she finished her course at 
Traphagen School of Fashion last 
June, Sara got a job at Lord and 


Taylor’s in New York just for a 
little merchandising experience, 
while she looked around for an 


opening to her liking. The store’s 
executives set about convincing her 
that retailing needed her, her taste 
and training, and that her prepar- 
ation at Traphagen had fitted her 
not only to design but to execute 
her ideas. Sara was enjoying her 
work so much she was almost sure 
of it too. When she discovered how 
much actual designing of clothes a 








































Sara Terzia 


buyer for an exclusive, top-flight 
shop can do, Miss Terzia decided 
she’d found her niche on her very 
first try. She is now a junior ex- 
ecutive at the store, a member of 
the Promotional Training Group 
being introduced to every aspect 
of merchandising, and studying to 
become a buyer. 

When Sara’s original plans while 
in school were to be a designer, she 
proved her gift as a winner of first 
prize in the design contest spon- 
sored last season for Traphagen 
students by the Pleaters, Stitchers 
and Embroiderers Association. In 
the photograph here she models the 
design that won her that prize. 
Made in gray silk organza embroid- 
ered in white flower motif, the 
dress was a gift to her from the 
Association. 

The new term opens at Trap- 
hagen School, 1680 Broadway (52nd 
St.), the first two weeks of Febru- 
ary, and other outstanding ex- 
amples of student work are on view 
at the school now, covering many 
phases of fashion. Incoming stu- 
dents can see what Miss Terzia 
learned that fashion is made 
of many interchangeable parts tnat 
can be put together into more than 
one career. Visitors, too, are wel- 
come. 


More Octagon Houses 


When I read the item in your 
October issue, asking for informa- 
tion on octagonal buildings, I in- 
tended to answer it at once, but 
apparently I forgot to do so, as I 
always keep carbon copies of such 
letters, and can find none of this 
Mr. Meissner’s letter in the De- 
cember issue reminded me of this 
omission. 

The magazine New York History, 
in its April and May 1952 issues, 
as nearly as I can ascertain, pub- 
lished a list of octagon buildings 
in New York State, which seems 
quite complete and fairly accurate. 
It mentions the Oyster Bay octa- 
gon, of which I took some photo- 
graphs a few years ago. It also 
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mentions my own house, and gives 
me credit for the restoration. 

The list of Suffolk County build- 
ings in the magazine contains a 
few minor errors. The Deer Park 
house was demolished several years 
ago, I think about 1950. Only one 
house in Brentwood is listed, 
but Verne Dyson’s “A Century of 
Brentwood” describes not only this, 
but another one, and gives pictures 
of both. Most of the others listed 
I have been unable to locate, nor 
do I know the houses mentioned 
in your December issue. But octa- 
gons, like historic items, keep crop- 
ping up here and there, and what 


one has not seen proves nothing. 
John J. Klaber, Huntington. 

A Prominent Roslynite 
A Long Island physician and 


counselor at law of whom little has 
been told was Dr. John Ordronaux, 
the adopted son of Judge John 
Moulton whose property at Roslyn 
was later acquired by William Cul- 
len Bryant, the poet, and named 
Cedarmere. John R. Shiel of Glen 
Head, a student of island history, 
has sent us some facts about this 
prominent Civil War surgeon who 
graduated from Dartmouth in 1850 
at the age of twenty, and two years 
later from the Harvard Law School. 

While practicing law in 1859 he 
received his M.D. and the same 
year wrote a eulogy on the Rev. 
Zachariah Greene, long minister of 
the Setauket Presbyterian Church, 
a hero of the Revolution and fa- 
ther-in-law of the historian Benja- 
min F. Thompson. 

Serving as a surgeon in the New 
York National Guard during the 
Civil War, he later became a lec- 
turer at Columbia Law School and 
the medical department of the Uni- 
versity of Vermont, as well as oc- 
cupying the chair of medical jur- 
isprudence at Dartmouth. He re- 
ceived an LLD from Trinity in 1876 
and from Dartmouth in 1895. From 
1873 to 1882 he served as New York 
State’s first commissioner of lunacy: 
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Continued from page 38 
and assisted materially in framing 
the state’s lunacy laws. 

When the Bryant Memorial Li- 
brary was founded at Roslyn in 
1878 Dr. Ordronaux became a char- 
ter trustee. He served also as 
president of the Queens-Nassau 
Medical Society in 1898-1899, and 
historian from 1901 to 1907. Be- 
sides writing some fourteen books 
on legal and medical subjects, he 
issued numerous educational trea- 
tises in these fields which establish- 
ed his national reputation as an 
alienist and an authority on medi- 
cal jurisprudence. 

Dr. Ordronaux died at his home 
near Glen Head on January 19, 
1908, leaving an estate of $300,000 
to some twenty-five institutions in- 
cluding $30,000 to Dartmouth, $10,- 
000 each to Trinity and the Uni- 
versity of Vermont, and $6,000 each 
to a number of Queens and Nassau 
County hospitals. 

House Builders of Yesteryear 

The late Henry Triglar Weeks 
of Sag Harbor, writing as a con- 
struction engineer in 1944 of that 
one-time whaling port’s old wooden 
structures, said in part: “These 
buildings which stand foresquare 
and solid after 100, 200 and more 
years, were not built in a time of 
rush and bustle. They were built 
in a time when the builders took 
time to properly select and season 
their material, in a time when men 
took pride in leaving a lasting rec- 
ord of their work behind them. 
And they were built by men who 
had served long years of appren- 
ticeship under exacting and critical 
master mechanics. No other type 
of wood construction could have 
withstood the wear and tear of sun, 
wind and rain and the neglect of 
humans over centuries of time.” 

It might be well to have the 
above quoted words put on signs 
that could be displayed in the union 
headquarters of today’s carpenters. 

(Mrs.) Irene Scarpdell Syosset 
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Great-Grandfather Corwin 


How my grandmother would have 
enjoyed the Forum also. She was 
Mrs. Sylvester Corwin of Brook- 
haven. My great-grandfather is 
buried there and was a soldier of 
the Revolution. My name is often 
spelled wrongly. It is an old Dutch 
name, not transformed from Ryan. 
(Mrs.) Marguerite S. Rians, Engle- 
wood, N. J. 


It (the Forum) is a delightful 
and matchless publication. Mrs. 
Arthur Hoff, St. James. 
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